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ANNUAL REPORT OF WATER USE ACTIVITIES  
IN THE REPUBLICAN BASIN WITHIN TRI-BASIN NRD 

TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE JOINT INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT PLAN 
FOR THE 2019 JOINT INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT PLAN PROGRESS REVIEW MEETING 

 
 

I. SUMMARY 
 The purpose of this report is to convey information that Tri-Basin Natural Resources District 
 (TBNRD) agreed to supply to the State of Nebraska as part of a joint Integrated Water Re
 sources Management Plan for the Republican River Basin portion of the district. 
 

 
 
II. INTRODUCTION 
 TBNRD encompasses portions of the Republican, Platte and Little Blue River Basins (see 
 map #1, above). The district also contains an area commonly referred to as the 
 ñGroundwater Mound,ò a large area spanning portions of all three basins that is character-
 ized by groundwater levels that are generally higher than historic ñpre-developmentò 
 groundwater elevations. 
  
 More than 100,000 acres of cropland within the Platte Basin portion of TBNRD are irrigated 
 with water diverted from the Platte River and distributed through the canals of the Central 
 Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District (CNPPID). Surface irrigation water and the 
 canals that distribute it enhance recharge of groundwater supplies within the district. In ad-
 dition to helping sustain groundwater supplies, this incidental recharge has increased 
 streamflows in Platte and Republican tributaries.  
 
 

Map #1: Basin Reference Map 


